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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and the continuing duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §L56 } 
the attached form PTO-1449 is hereby submitted by Applicants in connection with the above-identified 
application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(d), copies of the documents A1-A2, B1-B5 and C1-C16 cited on 
the PTO-1449 are not provided because they were previously submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office in parent applications, U.S. Serial No. 09/363,316 filed July 28, 1999 and U.S. Serial No. 
09/981,649 filed October 15, 2001, from which priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. §120. However, 
copies of these documents will be resubmitted at the Examiner's request. Copies of documents B6 and 
C17-C19 are submitted herewith. 



While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement may be 
"material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 103. 
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In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as defined in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 
37 C.F.R. §1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

No fee is believed due under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(b) because this statement and Form PTO-1449 are 
being submitted before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. However, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees due or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 501169. 
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